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Dave Shilling is the president of RELIANCE FIRE PROTECTION, the second largest union 
contractor and the second largest fire protection contractor in Washington, D.C., 
Baltimore, MD, and surrounding areas. 

Proficient in fire protection since 1976, Shilling earned an AA in fire protection technologies 
from the Community College of Baltimore County in Catonsville, MD. In 1982, he earned a 
bachelor’s degree in business management from the University of Baltimore.

At Grinnell Fire Protection, Shilling worked his way up from designer to operations manager. 
He was the chief financial officer of Porter Construction Management for three years prior to 
joining Reliance, as the executive vice president, in 2000. Shilling was promoted to president 
of Reliance in 2008. 

Most of his relatives are career firefighters. Shilling, however, prefers the construction side of 
fire prevention. He is an active member of the Local 536 apprentice training committee.

Shilling is married with two children and three grandchildren. He enjoys snowboarding, and 
fishing in the Chesapeake Bay in Maryland. 
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